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Discovering Priority Habitats

About the project

‘Discovering Priority Habitats’ is a Natural England
funded project delivered in partnership with the
Freshwater Biological Association. It began in 2019
and forms part of the UK’'s commitment to the
International  Convention on  Biodiversity.
Freshwater habitats should function as naturally as
possible to support biodiversity and protect
species that depend on their unique habitat
mosaics. However, little is currently known about
our smaller rivers, streams, and lakes because they
are frequently missed by larger monitoring
projects, making them less likely to be protected
and restored.

The Priority Habitats Project aims to train people as
citizen scientists to carry out naturalness
assessments on smaller waterbodies. Collected
data will guide and inform Natural England and

other collaborators to identify and prioritise areas
for protection and restoration. Further information on the project can be found on our web5|te
Discovering Priority Habitats in England

How will the data be used?

Data collected through rivers/streams and lakes naturalness assessments will be used to periodically
update the priority habitat maps for England and will also be used in discussions to update the associated
map of river restoration priorities. These maps are used to guide and inform Natural England, the
Environment Agency, and local/regional planning authorities to identify where decision-making needs to

take specific account of habitat naturalness. Refining the priority habitats maps is vital in ensuring we
protect natural freshwater sites in current good health and encourage restoration action in desirable
locations.

Data collected has previously been used by organisations in support of applications for funding towards
restoration works and could potentially contribute to local conservation action goals. Previous
organisations have found this training beneficial for staff members involved in work on protected sites,
agri-environmental schemes, conservation, and sustainable development.


https://priorityhabitats.org/
https://priorityhabitats.org/display-data/rivers-data/
https://priorityhabitats.org/display-data/lakes-data/
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The Freshwater Biological Association are offering training days ‘Discovering Priority Habitats’ free of
charge to organisations interested in citizen science action. The training days are suitable for both staff
and volunteers and provides an entry-level assessment of naturalness/natural function that can be used
by a wide range of individuals with little experience and expertise in freshwater habitats. Additionally, the
assessment is designed so that it can also be used as a rapid assessment tool by experienced professionals.

We cover a wide range of categories in the naturalness assessment: Physical (modification to the river);
Hydrological (barriers affecting natural flow); Chemical (signs of pollution); and Biological (the presence
of non-native species). Under any four of these categories, we could highlight areas of ‘high naturalness’
for protection or ‘low naturalness’ for restoration. You can find a copy of our training guide here.

We would kindly ask that you would host the event in a suitable venue and coordinate
volunteers/attendees. This venue will need:
e Suitable space for delivering training via a projector and comfortable seating, toilet access, etc.,
for your attendees.
e Walking distance access to a river/lake/stream for practical training.
e Desirable to have some internet access/phone signal for app training (but not necessary)

The Priority Habitats Officer will travel to you to deliver the training and your organisation would then
have the freedom to choose areas for surveying in your local area. If you would like to book training or
have any questions regarding the project, please contact priorityhabitats@fba.org.uk.


http://priorityhabitats.org/wp-content/uploads/Priority-Habitats-Training-Guide-2023.pdf

